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The mission of the DCYO is to provide an outstanding orchestral experience for young string musicians in Douglas County Colorado.  Our primary focus is to enrich both educational and performance opportunities for our members.
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Welcome! 
Congratulations on your membership in the Douglas County Youth Orchestra.  We are very excited to have you with us and hope that you will enjoy making great music with many other young people for years to come.

I have compiled this information booklet to answer questions you might have about our organization and the DCYO’s operating policies.  If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact me or any of our board members.

Website
www.douglascountyyouthorchestra.org
Phone

303-941-9448

Email

dcyo2007@yahoo.com
Auditions
720-733-9597

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Poules- Executive Director DCYO

History of the DCYO- Recognizing the need for a performing youth orchestra within Douglas County, the DCYO was founded by executive director Cheryl Poules in 2003.  Originally a full orchestra of high school aged musicians, the group was reorganized to include younger musicians in 2007.

Performing Groups- Depending on the number and abilities of our auditioning musicians we have one or two performing groups.  “Sinfonia” is comprised of our younger musicians who are generally within their first three years of playing.  The Chamber Orchestra is for students who are more advanced in their playing, generally middle and high school level. On occasion we join both groups together for specific pieces, sometimes re-writing music to enable younger students to participate.
Venue- Currently the DCYO rehearses and performs at Christ’s Episcopal Church in Castle Rock.   

Rehearsals- Each concert cycle has numerous rehearsals to prepare our music.  Currently our rehearsals are from 10:00AM to 12:00 PM with a brief break around 11:00 AM.

Community Performances- With our goal of offering educational performance options, the DCYO presents two formal concerts in our regular season. We also plan to perform additional concerts at retirement homes, and summer parks.

Auditions- All musicians must audition yearly to participate in our performing groups. There are two audition days, one in August and the other in January after our first concert.  Musicians auditioning for the Sinfonia must be prepared to play a D major scale from memory in eighth notes.  They will also perform a prepared solo piece of no more than 3 minutes and will sight read new music. Chamber Orchestra auditions require 3 scales with a minimum of 2 octaves as well as a prepared piece and sight reading.  Students in Sinfonia in the fall can audition again in January to join our Chamber Orchestra. All auditions are by appointment only and positions are awarded at the discretion of our musical directors.  Please call 720-733-9597 to schedule your audition.
Tuition- Effective January 2012 tuition for each year, including both concerts, is $250.00 payable at the first rehearsal of the year or at auditions.  Musicians joining the DCYO in the Winter season of 2012 will have a tuition of $125.00 to be paid in full no later than the second rehearsal of the concert cycle. There are some discounts for families with more than one child participating. 
Attendance- Attendance at rehearsals and concert directly affect our level of performance and our musicians are expected to attend every rehearsal and concert.  We realize that some young musicians have to make choices about participating in other activities.  Please make that choice before auditioning for the orchestra as musicians who miss more than two rehearsals per concert will not be permitted to play in the concert.       

Chair Placements- Musicians are invited to audition for chair placements at the second or third rehearsal of each concert cycle. Musicians generally remain in the same section throughout the year.  If additional personnel join the orchestra mid year, it may be necessary to re-audition some sections.  Chair placement is at the discretion of the conductor.

Referrals- We are always looking for additional musicians in both orchestras.  If a member refers another musician to the DCYO they will be offered a 10% discount on their tuition.  The new musician must audition and be accepted as a member and attend rehearsals regularly for the referral certificate to be awarded.
Parent Volunteers- Are the lifeblood of the DCYO. All parents are asked to volunteer to help with the organization of DCYO.  Please look over the committees listed below and let one of our board members know how you might be willing to help.

Publicity Committee- Our publicity committee is responsible for publicizing our concerts and auditions throughout the year.  This committee will be directed by one of our board members and meets as needed to arrange for contacting media outlets, schools, teachers and the public concerning the programs and performances of the DCYO.

Personnel- The personnel committee is responsible for maintaining attendance records, contacting musicians who miss rehearsals and maintaining records concerning our young musicians.
Programs- Prior to each performance our program committee will help to create and prepare our concert programs.  The DCYO owns a color printer and programs can be printed there.

Auditions- Our auditions committee is responsible for arranging audition times, answering questions about our audition process and helping to see that audition day runs smoothly.  Generally our conductors listen to auditions but sometimes committee members help as well.

Board- The board of the DCYO meets at least twice during each concert cycle. Our board members are generally chairpersons in our committees.  The executive committee of the board consists of the Executive Director, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer and the Conductors and they may meet separately from the regular board meetings. The goal of the board is to establish policy and direct the growth of the DCYO.

Staging Crew- Each time we have a rehearsal or concert chairs and stands need to be set up.  The stage crew should be at the venue prepared to help set up 30 minutes prior to the event.  The stage crew also helps to return chairs and stands following events.

Saturday Snacks- We offer snacks to our young musicians at each rehearsal.  Parents can sign up to bring snacks and drinks to a rehearsal, during the first rehearsal of the cycle.

Library- Each time we perform, a new set of music must be stamped and collated for each musician.  Likewise, following the concert music must be collected and returned to our library.  This can be a timely process but generally moves quickly when enough people volunteer.
Website- Currently our website is maintained by our secretary-treasurer, but we would love to have a parent volunteer become our “webmaster”.   Updates prior to and following concerts and rehearsals are an important source of information to the public.

Parent Liaison- Our parent liaison is responsible for communication with the parents of our musicians.  This involves reminders about upcoming events or rehearsals as needed.

Private teacher liaison- Many of our young musicians have private teachers and we would like to have someone coordinate sharing information about the DCYO with them.

Frequently asked Questions

At what age can my child audition to be in the orchestra?  The DCYO does not have a specific age limit, but the musician must have studied their instrument for a minimum of 1 year.  Younger students are welcome as long as they can focus on the music for the required rehearsals.

My child has occasional other activities on Saturdays, can they still play in the DCYO?  Any orchestra requires all of the musicians to attend rehearsals.  Members of the DCYO music commit to attending all rehearsals and concerts and missing no more than two rehearsals in any concert cycle. If you must miss a rehearsal please inform us of the date at the time of registration. If the musician is unable to attend the required rehearsals, we ask that they do not audition for the DCYO until their schedule allows them to attend the required rehearsals.

How are the musicians placed within their sections?  All members of the orchestras are auditioned for chair placement after two rehearsals.  Musicians are placed by the director and generally remain in that position through the concert cycle.

Can we take videos of the concerts? Yes, but we ask that you do not disrupt the performance by moving about.  Due to copyright restrictions, please do not post audio or video performances publically.
Can adults who are learning to play participate in the orchestra? At this point, the orchestra’s upper age limit is that of a senior in high school.  Occasionally, one of our teachers or directors will assist with a performance at the director’s request.

What about other performances of the orchestra? Occasionally the DCYO performs additional holiday or summer concerts.  Parents will be notified of these events and musicians will need to commit to playing the event ahead of time.

Contact information:

www.douglascountyyouthorchestra.org
Orchestra phone 303-941-9442       Auditions 720-733-9597
Dcyo2007@yahoo.com
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